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Managing the Old Chapel for the Community
It’s great to be able to say 
we’re in a successful place at 
the start of a new year.  The 
builders have been signed off, 
snagging complete, our boiler 
and fire alarms have all passed 
their annual checks and the 
Old Chapel has been let to 
individual users on an hourly 
basis, most hirings being two 
or three hours. 
We now have some 90 
customers on our file, a good 
few being regular hirers. In a 
typical week we have hirings 
in mornings, afternoons and 
evenings most weekdays, 
although there are still some 
slots available. Weekends are 
popular for parties, mainly for 
children. 

The Wednesday coffee 
mornings continue to entertain 
the community with the weekly 
quiz and the regulars were very 
generous in raising £85 for 
St Christopher’s Hospice and 
£298 for the The MS Society 
back in December.  
Chapel Hirers
Here are just some of our 
regular users: 

All the Arts - Drama for Kids

Chislehurst Society Art Club

This new art group meets 
fortnightly; new members 
welcome!
Holistic Pilates

Chapel Films

Charles Dunn
When you next visit the Old 
Chapel you will notice our 
dedication to Charles Dunn 
without whose legacy the 
building would not have 
become a reality. 
Charles ( 1913 - 1995) served 
35 years on the executive 
committee and was steward for 
Kemnal Road for over 20 years.  
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Managing the Old Chapel for the Community

He was an almost permanent 
figure in local affairs, described 
as courteous and calm though 
not afraid of being in a minority 
of one!
His legacy to the Society has 
enabled us to have a permanent 
home in the conservation 
area and create a local hub for 
the community.   Thank you 
Charles!

New Benches
Outside the Old Chapel,   
we have installed two new 
benches.  These have come 
from a legacy from the late Reg 
Parry, our former Chairman, 
who, as his wife Hazel said, 
would have enjoyed them as 
part of his quest to find places 
where he could take a breather. 
Thank you Reg, and thanks to 
Coolings who delivered the 
benches free of charge and to 
Jonathon Harvey, Commons 
Keeper, who used his expertise 
in bench anchoring to ensure 
they stay put.

OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS

Patricia Leach is in the 
Society office on the 

following days every week:

Mondays 2pm - 4pm
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 

Thursdays 2pm - 4pm 
Fridays 10am - 12noon  

Also our volunteers are 
available every Wednesday 

in the Old Chapel hall 
between 9am and 12noon. 

You can contact the office 
on 020 8467 0900 or 

for booking: hallhire@
chislehurst-society.org.uk.
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Making a Difference in Chislehurst

The Chislehurst Society’s 
ambition is ‘to keep 
Chislehurst special’. But 
whatever we find special 
here, we owe its existence 
to the determination, 
generosity and care of past 
Chislehurstians.

Through custom and practice 
- and, in all probability, against 
some resistance - the people 
here gained acceptance from 
the Lord of the Manor that a 
large part of his land should 
be reserved for Commoners’ 
use. That custom protected 
our Commons during the 

19th century, a time when 
many others were enclosed. 
The 1888 Act established 
practice.

That spirit of claiming and 
caring for the land persisted 
through the 20th century. 
In 1938, Agnes Whyte gave 
the area now known as 
Whyte’s Woodland - part of 
the Recreation Ground - to 
‘the people of Chislehurst’. 
Likewise, though not 
especially wealthy, Robert 
and Francesca Hall used 
an inheritance to purchase 
the Hawkwood estate in 

Keeping Chislehurst Special
By Chris Wells

1957, donating the property 
to the National Trust, who 
had by then also been gifted 
Petts Wood.  Scadbury Park 
was purchased for us all by 
Bromley Council in 1983 
(using our rates, of course).

Each of our green spaces 
now has a team of volunteers 
maintaining and improving 
them, and the Chislehurst 
Society has been pleased to 
support each in recent years 
with necessary grants.

In addition to those organised 
programmes of work, people 
in every part of Chislehurst 
get on with ‘doing their bit’- 
people who cannot walk 

4

along a path without picking 
up the litter dropped by 
the less thoughtful; people 
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Making a Difference in Chislehurst
pavements and walkways 
in their community; people 
who plant-up odd patches of 
public land; or tidy up those 
under-loved public spaces, 
such as dustbin stores and 
garage blocks; people who, 
everyday, do something to 
keep Chislehurst special.

Such people are heroes 
to their neighbours. But 
we thought it about time 
we, as the Chislehurst 
Society, marked the positive 
contribution these local 
heroes make to our town as 
a whole. So, we had ‘I Care 
4 Chislehurst’ t-shirts made 
and left and right are photos 
of some of the first recipients 
of these - people we just had 
to thank.

No amount of money can 
buy an ‘I Care 4 Chislehurst’ 
t-shirt; they can only be 
earned. So please, if you 

know of someone who goes 
the extra mile in your little 
part of Chislehurst - someone 
who deserves a special thank 

you for keeping our home 
special - let us know; we’d 
love to give them a t-shirt 
also.

5

who take the trouble to 
clear leaves - and, a few 
weeks back, snow - from the 
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The Society in 2016 granted 
£5,000 for some fencing 
for the beautiful woodland 

areas at Bullers Wood 
School, which we thought 
would offer enormous 

benefit to the school and to 
the public if open days were 
to take place.  
The area is of historical and 
ecological importance to 
the Inglewood Estate as a 
whole.  
We are thrilled to advise 
that the School will be 
opening their gates for our 
members to take a look at 
this wonderful site.   
The tours will start with a 
talk in the School Library, 
followed by a woodland 
bluebell walk to Inglewood 
and then afternoon tea will 
be served in the Orangery.  
There will also be some 
stalls selling arts and crafts.   
This event takes place on 
the 6th May, 11am-3pm.

Progress on 
the Scout Hut
The 5th Chislehurst Scouts 
have been working hard on  
upgrades to their headquarters 
in Hawkwood Lane using grant 
funds from the Chislehurst 
Society.  Electrics for the 
boiler and kitchen have been 
professionally upgraded and 
the scouts and volunteers have 
been hard at work creating 
new steps for better access and 
levelling the outside to enable 
camping activites to take place.  
We are looking forward to 
seeing the finished works at 
the opening ceremony in June!

6

Chislehurst Society Grants
Bullers Wood Open Day
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Ever thought: ‘Someone really 
ought to plant-up those big 
concrete pots on platform 4’. 
Or: ‘What this place needs is 
some art to brighten up the 
bare walls and that tunnel’. Or: 
‘Surely something could be 
done to cheer-up the Waiting 
Room’. Or: Why doesn’t 
someone clear up the litter on 
Station Approach? Well, think 

no more.  It’s time to act; time 
to create a Friends Group to do 
things just like that. 

Interested? 
Get in touch at

admin@chislehurst-society.org.uk 
There might even be an ‘I Care 
4 Chislehurst’ t-shirt in it for 
you.  Now that’s tempting! It’ll 
be fun.

Stuart Reid 
by Colin Yardley
Stuart was by any definition 
a man of the people. He was 
a Chislehurst Society Road 
Steward. He was Chairman 
of the Patients’ Participation 
Group of the Chislehurst 
Medical Practice. 
Stuart and I, both of the Left, 
nevertheless had plenty of 
scope for argument, which kept 
our audience in our local, Caffé 
Nero, entertained.  We swapped 
medical reports and suffered 
the same allergy - Tories.
The Chislehurst Commons 
Conservation Volunteers, 
formed in 1995, recruited us 
both in 1996. Our initial muster 
was 2 women and 3 men.  A full 
house now numbers 6 women 
and 26 men.
Stuart kept us informed of his 
views on matters parochial, 
national and global. Not content 
with merely cutting down a 

holly sapling, he insisted on 
grubbing out the root. 
Stuart is one of the unsung 
heroes without whom 
neighbourhoods would be 
less caring, less cohesive, less 
colourful.
He will be remembered with 
affection by a lot of people for 
a long time.

7

Friends of Chislehurst Station
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Making sure Chislehurst gets a Fair Deal

Did you know that the 
Chislehurst Town Team is now 
5 years old?  It came about 
thanks to the initiative of the 
Chislehurst Society, to which 
we are greatly indebted for 
supporting our activities with 
time and money to defray our 
expenses.  Working closely with 
the Society, particularly with 
the Planning sub-committee, 
ensures that our strategies are 
consistent and that we achieve 
the very best for Chislehurst that 
we possibly can.

THE LIBRARY
There is no news as yet to report on 
the Library and the negotiations 
by the developer, Milngate, with 
potential retailer(s).  However, 
we are aware that the Council 
is currently in the middle of 
a negotiated tender process 
with bidders for the provision 
of library services across the 
Borough. We understand that 
the decision on appointing an 
operator for all libraries will 
probably be taken during the 
next three months.  We have 
received assurance from LBB 

that these discussions will not 
undermine the arrangements 
that have been finalised with 
Milngate.
APPEARANCE
Keeping the High Street looking 
good is an important aspect of 
what we do and we regularly 
take up issues with individual 
businesses or the Council.
Thanks to Sainsbury’s for 
tackling the untidy and litter- 
strewn plant bed to the left 
of the car park entrance.  We 
understand that their contractor 
is coming back to finish the job 

Chislehurst Town Team
By Alison Stammers, Chair, Chislehurst Town Team

8

shortly.
EYESORES
We reported the damaged traffic 
island outside Sainsbury’s about 
4 months ago.  I am told that the 
island is due to be replaced and 
a new D island installed in due 
course but there is still no sign of 
anything happening.  This will 
be chased.
The phone box near Paper Lane 
was a real headache!  Scheduled 
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Making sure Chislehurst gets a Fair Deal

for decommissioning by BT 
back in February 2016, it was 
finally removed on 8th February.  
Thanks to Adrian Lawrence for 
this photo.
TREES & PLANTING
We are thrilled that after years 

of chasing, the two empty tree 
pits in the High Street have now 
been planted.

CHANGES
1High Street (formerly HSBC)
Reliable Source Limited (self 
-adhesive tapes) currently at The 
Coach House, 1A Queens Road, 
Chislehurst, will be moving into 
this property in due course.  
Renovations are well underway.
11 High Street (NatWest)
This branch will be closing on 
29 June.  We are in contact with 

letting out the upper floors,  
despite their putting it on the 
market last year.
12 Belmont Parade (formerly 
half of Belmont Dry Cleaners)
Planning application 16/05169 
for “Replacement single storey 
rear extension and change of use 
from dry cleaners (Class A1) to 
retail/yoga studio (Class A1/
D2)” has been permitted. Works 
are underway.
21 Park Road (formerly The 
Little Computer Shop)
This is being marketed by 
London Victoria Properties 
(0330 133 0526 or 07758265681), 
although there is no board up.
3 Royal Parade (Annabel’s) 
There is currently an application 
in with LBB (16/05237) for a 
change of use from A1 (retail) to 
A2 (financial and professional 
services) which The Chislehurst 
Society Planning sub-com-
mittee is reviewing. There has 
been no decision as yet.

9

an agent on this property.
47 High Street (Villagio)
The restaurant closed in 
early January and is now 
being revamped as a Richoux 
restaurant.  Unfortunately 
emails to their HQ have not 
been answered to date.
49 High Street (formerly 
Davina’s)
A planning application 
(16/05673/FULL1) has been 
submitted for 49A High 
Street for “Two storey rear 
extension to provide additional 
accommodation for upper floor 
flats”.  We have seen steels being 
delivered.
66 High Street (formerly 
Churches Together charity 
shop)
We have still not received a 
response from the owner/
developer as to what the plans 
are for this retail space. 
Sainsbury’s
There is still silence from 
Sainsbury’s HQ, regarding 
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PAVEMENT/ROAD 
WORKS
The granite set where the High 
Street pavement meets the 
gravel driveway to Viscount 
Mews between Hunters and 
Paper Lane has now been 
completed. 
However, the tarmac nearby,  
which was put down when 
utilities were laid to the new 
homes, should have been 
replaced with block paving by 
now.  I continually chase on this.
We have reported a number of 

potholes and/or water leaks, 
including outside Sainsbury’s 
and at the top of the High 
Street close to Prince Imperial 
Road.  We are finding Thames 
Water very responsive when 
we tweet them with problems.  
Another leak has sprung at 
the top of the High Street and 
they are attending to it. We 
encourage local residents to 
use the FixMyStreet app to 
report defects elsewhere in 
Chislehurst.
TRAFFIC & PARKING
The Willow Grove junction 
remains a priority for us. 
Although there are no simple 
solutions the matter remains 
active.  St Paul’s Cray Road 
temporary traffic lights were 
causing chaos and delays for 
many local residents.  What 
was galling was that often there 
seemed to be no one working 
on site or both sets of lights 
were stuck on red.  In the first 
week of February I received 

the following response from 
Bromley Council:
“The works are being 
completed by Southern Gas 
Networks (SGN) and are due 
to be finished by the middle of 
next week (approx. Wednesday 
15/02/2017).
SGN have had a number of 
gas escapes along this stretch 
of St Pauls Cray Road over 
the past couple of years, each 
time needing to work under 
temporary traffic signals and 
causing delays in the local area. 
We raised this issue with SGN 
last year and requested for 
this section of gas main to be 
replaced, this would hopefully 
reduce the number of gas 
emergencies at this location. 
SGN did some investigation 
work into the replacement of 
this pipe and reported that this 
section of gas main is no longer 
required on their network and 
advised that this main could be 

abandoned, which is what SGN 
have been working on over the 
last couple of weeks.
SGN are aware of the delays 
in the area and have been 
manually operating the 
temporary lights during peak 
times to aim to reduce delays 
as much as possible. They have 
received two fines during the 
works when they have been 
caught by LB Bromley not 
manually controlling the lights 
as instructed.
SGN’s permit actually expired 
on Thursday 09/02/2017 and 
SGN did request to extend 
their works duration for an 
additional week, LB Bromley 
refused their extension request 
due to their poor performance 
at managing the traffic flows 
and we understand SGN 
incurred daily fines once their 
permit expired.   The works 
were finally completed at the 
end of February.

10
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Your Councillors
By Cllr. Eric Bosshard
Your councillors Katy Boughey, 
Eric Bosshard and Ian Payne  
represent the interests of 
Chislehurst residents and can be 
contacted as follows:

Katy Boughey   
Katy.Boughey@bromley.gov.uk, 

tel. 020 8467 7572 

Eric Bosshard
Eric.Bosshard@bromley.gov.uk  

tel.  07990 973 986

Ian Payne           
Ian.Payne@bromley.gov.uk 

tel.  07813 949 773

They have confirmed that 
they will respond promptly to 
your concerns, complaints and 
suggestions and will pursue 
them with the relevant Council 
departments, the police, 
appropriate institutions and 
interested parties.
Below are some of the more 
important issues with which 
your councillors have told us 
they have been involved:

 - The Bull Lane Allotments 
initiative, which was successful 
in having them declared a Green 
Space, which affords additional 
protection in planning terms. 

 - Parking issues in the centre 
of Chislehurst for example in 
Camden Grove.

 - Engaged with council officers 
in devising a comprehensive 
traffic amelioration scheme for 
Chislehurst Common and 

in particular trying to find 
an acceptable solution to the 
crossroads at Chislehurst War 
Memorial between Bromley 
Road (A222) and Royal Parade-
Chislehurst Commons Road 
(A208).

 - Clarendon Way, Marlings 
Park where residents were very 
concerned about drivers using 
the road as a rat run.

 - Planning application for the 
proposed boys school at Bullers 
Wood divided local opinion.   
Traffic and pedestrian safety 
were the main contentious 
issues.

 - Planning permission for the 
redevelopment of Queen Mary 
House, Manor Park Road.

11
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Planning and Enforcement

The Civic Amenities Act 
of 1967 introduced for the 
first time a requirement for 
Local Planning Authorities 
to determine which parts of 
their areas were of special 
architectural or historic 
interest, the character or 
appearance of which it was 
desirable to preserve or 
enhance, and to designate 
such areas as conservation 
areas.
The Chislehurst Society will 

celebrate our Conservation 
Area, by far the largest 
conservation area in Bromley 
Borough.  The initial 
Conservation Area was 
designated in February 1972.  
It was extended in March 1982 
and again in March 1999.  
During the past 15 years the 
specification of what should 
be expected of adopted 
policy for conservation 
areas has changed.  The 
following quote from the 

Heritage Planning Statement 
for a planning appeal (para 
3.6 - July 2016) is a timely 
reminder of how the current 
study document is viewed by 
its professional users:
‘There is not an adopted 
Conservation Area Appraisal 
for Chislehurst. There is an 
outdated study which was 
first written by a private 
individual in 1992 for the 
Chislehurst Society. This 

Celebrating Conservation Areas in 2017: 50 years on 
from the Civic Amenities Act 1967
By Barry Redding
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Join the Fieldwork 
Team

If you are interested in being 
part of the fieldwork team, 
(ideally we are looking for 

two people per road to 
fill in proformas and take 
photographs) then get in 

touch now so we can gather 
you all together over a coffee 

on
 Saturday 8th April 10am 
at the Old Chapel and set 

up the task.   No particular 
experience is necessary but 
we aim to pair volunteers 

with planning, architectural 
or conservation devotees.  

Let us know of your interest: 
admin@chislehurst-society.

org.uk

Planning and Enforcement
document, known as the 
Chislehurst Conservation 
Area Study (Mary S Holt, 
August 1992 - updated 
February 2008), although 
insightful, carries limited 
weight.  It provides no 
management strategy and is 
not a document adopted by 
Bromley Council, given the 
Society’s earlier initiatives 
in promoting the evidence 
base and appraisal of the 
Conservation Area it is 
appropriate now for us to 
actively promote and take a 
lead role in the preparation 
of a new document.  
The Society History Group is 
undertaking desk research to 
confirm accurate facts about 
our historic environment 
from reliable sources, 
such as Pevsner, Discover 
Chislehurst, and Webb’s 
History of Chislehurst,  and 
from the end of April teams 
of ‘fieldworkers’ will be 

out and about cataloguing 
and assessing the physical 
locations with a view to 
updating the Conservation 
Area Appraisal .

You can get involved....

There will be a survey of 
householders who live in 
statutory listed buildings 
and those homes on the 

local list. 
 

There will be a members 
survey requesting 

your opinions of the 
Conservation Area 

There will be an exhibition 
of maps, photographs and 
architectural plans at the 
Old Chapel on June 3rd.
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Chesil House
By Lesley Reed
Chislehurst has 106 buildings 
that are nationally listed by 
National Heritage. Chesil House 
in St Paul’s Cray Road not far 
from The Bull public house is 
Grade II*. This classification is 
given to “particularly important 
buildings of more than special 
interest”.
Chesil House we believe was built 
around 1770 and was a private 
house until its conversion into 
flats in about 1954. It was listed in 
1954 because of a range of special 
architectural features including 
its two venetian windows with 
fluted pilasters and its fine porch 
with fluted corinthian columns.
In 1966 the owner applied to 
demolish the house and build a 
block of flats. Bromley Council 
and the Greater London Council 
declared it was an unusually fine 
example of Georgian domestic 

architecture and issued a 
Building Preservation Order. 
When the architectural historian 
Sir Nikolaus Pevsner surveyed 
Chislehurst in 1969 he said that 
Chesil House was the best 18th 
century house in Chislehurst. 
There are not many 18th century 
houses here, but two others are 
parts of Coopers and Camden 
Place.
In her book ‘Historical Walks 
around Chislehurst’ Alice 
Sennett says that the side of 
Chesil House we see on St Paul’s 
Cray Road was in fact the back of 
the house with the front facing an 
open field to Manor Park Road. 
An 1863 map of Chislehurst does 
indicate a path from Manor Park 
Road to the house.
The house was originally called 
Chestnut House and has since 
had two name changes. In 1875 

it was renamed the Grange and 
then in 1936 it became Chesil 
House. We assume this is to 
connect it to the old word for 
stoney wood from which the 
name Chesilhurst or Chislehurst  
originates.
Local directories dating back to 
the mid 19th century show that 
the house changed owners or 
residents frequently. Their names 
include Davidson, Lewin, Denny, 
Charrington, Barnett, Rickets, 
Hamilton, Wigram, Goudge, 
Blackwood, Hope, Bower, Hoare 
and Maytham. Many of them 
would have interesting stories to 
tell. 
Thomas Charrington was 
one of the original Commons 
Conservators and he donated 
a stained glass window to St 
Nicholas Church in 1872. The 
reverend T. S. Goudge was an 
army chaplain mentioned in 
despatches for his role in the 
battle of Aisne 10-23 September 
1914. 

Sir Alfred Bower lived in the 
house from 1904 to 1919. He 
was the founder of Bower and 
Company Wine Merchants later 
called El Vino. He was elected a 
sheriff of London for 1912-13 
and was knighted in 1913. Arthur 
Battle in his book ‘Edwardian 
Chislehurst’ tells how Sir Alfred 
refused to have a phone installed 
at Chesil House (then the 
Grange) but made frequent use 
of the Battle family phone with 
the result that they constantly 

14
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had to relay messages to him 
from the Mansion House in 
London. The 1911 census shows 
Sir Alfred living at the Grange 
with his wife, a child, a governess 
and 4 servants. On leaving The 
Grange, Sir Alfred moved to 
Manor Place. He became Lord 
Mayor of London 1924-25 and 
became Baronet of Chislehurst 
in 1925.
This is just a taste of the mass 
of historical interest one house 
can generate. It would be good 

to know more of its inhabitants, 
when it was built, who for, and 
perhaps who was the architect. 
Hopefully sometime in the future 
one of our historians may be able 
to dig deeper than we have done 
in this short introduction.

The redevelopment of Kemnal 
Road Riding Stables to provide 
three mansions was refused 
planning permission by LBB 
Plans Committee on Thursday, 
16th February.
The Society had submitted a 
4-page report on the application 
arguing that permission should 
be refused.  The conflict with 
UDP policy caused by the loss of 
the valued local recreation and 

leisure activities provided by the 
existing stables is important but 
the key planning policy issue has 
been the Green Belt designation 
of the site. 
The Society’s objections drew 
attention to flaws by the applicant 
in their compilation, analysis and 
interpretation of the existing and 
proposed building areas and 
volumes.  As a result of these 
flaws, contrary to the assertions 
of the applicant, the proposed 
development failed to comply 
with national Green Belt policy.  
The proposed redevelopment 

was “inappropriate development 
within the Green Belt”.  
The applicant attempted to cover 
the possibility that Bromley 
planners would conclude that the 
development was inappropriate 
development in the Green Belt 
by proposing five Very Special 
Circumstances (VSCs) that 
might mitigate harm to the 
Green Belt and thereby justify 
the grant of permission.  The 
Society’s objections rebutted 
each argument concluding that 
none of the VSCs were credible.
The Borough Planning Officer’s 
report to the Committee was 
thorough and greatly helped by 
the outcome and timing of the 
Planning Inspector’s decision on 
a Green Belt Appeal in Bromley 
Common.
The ‘rural’ character of part of 
the Conservation Area has been 
safeguarded – for now.  There 
may well be an appeal against the 
Borough’s decision lodged with 
the Planning Inspectorate.  

15

Kemnal 
Riding 
Stables 
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Education and the Environment

Expanded Edgebury
By Joanna Friel
I had the great pleasure of 
being invited to chat with 
Year 2 at the newly expanded 
Edgebury Primary School 

about the history of the local 
area.  When I arrived I was 
able to enter the school via 
an easy access ramp and felt 
very welcome, passing along 
the light and bright wide 
corridors, noting the toilets 

for the disabled along the 
way. 
Year 2 were eager to get to 
grips with local history and we 
learned together the meaning 
of the words Chislehurst 
(stony place in the woods), 

Edgebury (edge of the 
borough) and even Belmont 
(beautiful ‘mountain’!).   I was 
very relieved when Mrs Box, 
the headteacher, came into 
the room and the children got 
their answers 100% correct 

16
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Education and the Environment

– phew!  Then we took out 
the 1895 map of Chislehurst 
North and I asked them to 
find their school. That kept 
them guessing for a while, 
until one youngster asked 

me if I was playing a trick on 
them.  I was in a way because, 
of course, their school didn’t 
exist back then, but they 
did find the old tracks of 
Belmont and Kemnal Lanes.  
They then set about drawing 
their environment for me 
and I loved seeing their 
interpretations.
I also showed them some 
photographs c1900 of local 
scenes from our archives.  

17

They were most interested 
in the 1907 picture of pupils 
at the Wesleyan School in 
Willow Grove and suggested 
they looked unhappy because 
they didn’t have very kind 
teachers, which led to an 
interesting debate on the 
ethics of the cane.  It is, in 
fact, more likely that it took 
so long to get an exposure 
that those poor children in 
1907 had had quite enough 

of posing for the camera.  
The wonderful Year 2 teacher 
of today, Mrs Douglas, 
then suggested we recreate 
(that also generated some 
interesting conversation) the 
picture.   I tell you, it was 
very hard to get them all 
grimacing as we were having 
such a happy afternoon.   
Well done Year 2, you are 
a credit to your bright new 
school. 
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Environmental 
Awards 2017
The theme for the 
Environmental Awards 2017 is 
‘Rural and Urban Chislehurst’.
Let your imagination run 

wild and show the best of our 
most special and distinctive 
urban and rural features and 
architecture. Cash prizes to be 
won for you and your school!
Entries to be received at 
Chislehurst Methodist 
Church, Prince Imperial Road 

on Friday, 28th April 2017 
between 3.30pm and 5.30pm.
Prizes will be awarded on 
Thursday, 18th May 2017 at 

Chislehurst Methodist Church 
from 6.00pm.
Each entry must be 
accompanied by an entry 
form, which can be found on 
our website along with last 
year’s entries and a video of the 
awards.  Good Luck!
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A NEW PUBLISHING 
VENTURE FOR 
CHISLEHURST - OLD 
CHAPEL BOOKS

On 31 March 2017, The 
Chislehurst Society will launch 
a new publishing venture, Old 
Chapel Books. 

The objective of the not for 
profit venture will be to 
support authors and editors of 
books about Chislehurst. We 
will invite interested writers 
to provide a synopsis of their 
proposed or existing book, and 
may then offer to support the 
writer by providing:

Editorial, design and 
typesetting advice

Proof-reading and indexing 
support

Access to ISBN numbers

Advice on suitable printing 
options

Maintenance of sales outlets 
online, and through local 

bookstores

Stock-holding of books

We may also provide financial 
support for setting up and 
printing costs. Our costs will 
be recouped through taking a 
percentage of sales proceeds.

For more information, 
contact:

  oldchapelbooks@
chislehurst-society.org.uk
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Calling All 
Chislehurst Writers!
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Sheriff of London and Middlesex 
in 1871 and was knighted in 
1872.
He was a flamboyant character, 
which probably thwarted his 
further political promotion, but 
his business traded as “Watch 
Maker to the Queen” and “Clock 
Maker to the Royal Observatory”, 
receiving Royal Warrants 
between 1847-51 and 1858-93. 
He was well known for taking 
every opportunity to advertise 
his business, which would 
explain the impressive figures 
of Gog and Magog chiming out 
above the shop entrance from 
their installation in 1860
When Agnes died in 1889, 
Sir John retired from active 
management of his company 
and relocated to Rotherfield in 
Sussex, where he moved in with 
his long-time mistress Aimee 
Guilbert with whom he had 7 
children, further confirmation of 
his larger than life character.    He 
died in 1897.

20

 

History Group
Gog and Magog 
and the Chislehurst 
Connection
By Ian Skinner
Gog and Magog are two 
legendary giants dating back to 
Roman times who also figure 
in the Old Testament and the 
Koran.

They were adopted as guardians 
of the City of London and 
from Henry V’s reign they have 
stood guarding the gates of 
the Guildhall. Since 1554 they 

have been paraded in the Lord 
Mayor’s procession and were at 
Elizabeth I’s coronation on 15th 
January 1559.
In the 19th century two large 
figures of Gog and Magog 
alternated in chiming every 
quarter of an hour above the 
entrance to a jeweller’s shop at 65 
Cheapside just a quarter of a mile 
from the Guildhall.
Sadly, with redevelopment of 
the shop, the front was sold 
and dismantled and re-erected 
in the Henry Ford Museum 
of American Innovation in 
Greenfield Village, Dearborn, 
Michigan in 1931.
So where does Chislehurst come 
into this?
Well, above the shop door to this 
day is the name Sir John Bennett 
and in the 1881 census he was 
living at “Glen Druid” (15) Yester 
Road, Chislehurst with his wife 

Agnes and their 3 children.
He was born in Greenwich 
in 1814, educated at Colfe’s 
Grammar School, which he 
left in 1831 as head boy, and 
followed his father who was a 
watchmaker, into the family 
business. He moved it from 
Clerkenwell to the shop in 
Cheapside in 1846. He became 
a Freeman of the City of London 
in 1849, was elected as a Fellow of 
the Royal Astronomical Society, 
was elected as councilman for 
the Cheap ward in 1860, became 
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Afternoon Talks 
Tony Allen has spent the 
last 10 years researching the 
history of Kemnal Road.  At 
the next afternoon talk on 
4th May, Tony takes you 
through Kemnal’s recorded 
history, which goes back to 
the year 1250, and will tell 
the story of the people who 
lived and worked there over 
the last 750 years.  Meet the 

owners of Kemnal Manor, 
the Tiarks family who 
lived at Foxbury, and hear 
how Michael Jackson was 
connected to the road.  With 
tales of suspicious fires , a 
house with more than 100 
dogs, drug addiction, videos 
of bathing beauties and links 
to British Royalty, there will 
be something for everyone!

Members’ 
Talks

4th May 2017 
The Tiarks and the 

History of Kemnal Road
by Tony Allen

6th July 2017
Gorillas in the Congo 

by Bridget Wedderburn

7th September 2017 
The story of Bullers 
Wood 1860 to the 

present day 
by Helen Van Teutem

Members Free 
Non- Members £2 or free if 

you join on the day!
Refreshments included

Posters 
‘Wonderful Chislehurst’ 

posters are still available to 
buy at our office or Coffee 

Mornings for £10.
Posters can also be posted to 

you rolled in a postal tube 
£4.95 P&P.

Contact us on 020 8467 0900
or email 

admin@chislehurst-society.org.uk
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My Chislehurst 
Memories
By David Wilson
Reading the last copy of the 
Cockpit my eye was caught by the 
article on Horatio Townshend. 
He would have commanded 
one of my ancestors, Charles 
Grattan, a soldier in the Foot 
Guards in the North Holland 
campaign of 1799 (where my 
ancestor was wounded). Their 
paths would have crossed again 
at Bayonne, but by this time 
Charles had been promoted 
to sub-lieutenant in the newly 
formed Sappers. “A strong party 
was on duty in the trenches 
when the sortie was made from 
the citadel on the night of 14th 
April, but no casualties among 
the men [i.e. sappers] were 
reported” (History of the Royal 
Sappers and miners, 1857, TJ 

Connolly,  now on  Google 
Books).
But I have further connections 
with Chislehurst, reflected in 
the above photos. My newly 
married parents bought their 
first house, 46 Clarendon Way 
for some £300 in 1938. My 

father was drafted into the 
Metropolitan Police and served 
out the war at Chislehurst 
Police Station; part of his 
duties was of course the nightly 
shepherding of evacuees into 
Chislehurst Caves. I arrived 
in 1942 and although actually 
born in a nursing home in 
Sidcup, was christened at St. 
Nicholas’ church.
My family moved to Orpington 
in 1947 as my parents couldn’t 
abide the wholesale destruction 
of the woods between  their 
house and St. Mary’s Cray 
station (including the 
wheatfield which we gleaned 
for our chickens and the farm 
on Leesons Hill which sold 
fresh goats milk). However we 

returned to 48 Marlings Park 
Avenue in 1950-55. 
I then went to Eltham College 
preparatory department, 
sometimes catching the bus at 
the end of the road (the point 

from where the photo was
taken), sometimes cycling 
alone across the Common to 
pick up the bus at Imperial 
Parade. The garage opposite the 
Bull’s Head did a thriving trade 
in storing schoolchildren’s 
bicycles, 2d per day I believe.
The Common was of course 
an ideal place for small 
boys to walk their dogs and 
generally make a nuisance of 
themselves. There was a great 
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log from a fallen tree about 
300 yards down from Marlings 
Park, known to all the children 
from its shape as ‘the crocodile’; 
dragon’s teeth tank traps for 
leapfrog by the railway (I think 
these were lost when the extra 
tracks were added in 1958); 
trespassing to scrump apples on 
the Hawkswood estate (a small 
orchard by the brook); and the 
level crossing, now a subway, 
where halfpennies on the track 
could be flattened to penny 
size for use in slot machines.  
The first penny-in-the-slot I 
remember sold chewing gum 
and was outside R White’s 
lemonade factory, or was it just 
a bottling plant?, in Park Road.

Following the resolution passed 
by the Members at the AGM on 
28 April 2016, the Chislehurst 
Society CIO was incorporated 
and registered with the 
Charity Commission on 30 
March 2016 (registered charity 
number 1166276).  The Charity 
Commission has made an 
Order under section 105 of the 
Charities Act 2011, dated 9 May 
2016, authorising the Executive 
Committee of the Society to 
transfer the assets and liabilities 
of the Society to the Chislehurst 

Society CIO.  In order to 
complete the incorporation 
process it is necessary for the 
Members of the Society to 
authorise the transfer of the 
assets and liabilities to the 
Chislehurst Society CIO and for 
the constitution of the Society 
to be amended to enable it 
to be dissolved following the 
transfer.  It is intended that the 
transfer shall take effect from 1 
January 2018.  The Executive 
Committee hereby gives 
notice that at the forthcoming 
AGM on the 25th April 2017 a 
motion will be proposed to pass 
resolutions in the following 
terms:
“IT WAS RESOLVED:
1. By a majority of the Members 
present and voting that the 
Executive Committee of the 
Society  are authorised to 
transfer the assets and the 

undertaking of the Society to 
the Chislehurst Society CIO, 
a registered charity number 
1166276, subject to the Society’s 
liabilities, and on such terms as 
the Executive Committee see 
fit.
2. Notice having been given in 
accordance with clause 15
I of the Society’s constitution, 
by a two-thirds majority of 
the Members present and 
voting that clause 17 of the 
constitution be deleted in its 
entirety and replaced with the 
following wording:
“17. Winding Up
The Executive Committee may, 
at any time, dissolve the Society 
if they decide that it is necessary 
or desirable to do so.  Any assets 
of the Society that are left after 
the charity’s debts have been 
paid (the “net assets”) must be 
given to the Chislehurst Society 
CIO (registered charity number 
1166276).””

Incorporation Update
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Joanna’s Jottings....
Historic Collections at Bromley Library

I was very pleased to be invited to attend the official opening of 
the new Historic Collections on the first and second floors of 
Bromley Library.  Lord Avebury and His Worship the Mayor, 
Chislehurst Councillor Ian Payne, performed the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony in front of the permanent display. The Lubbock 
Gallery, featuring the works, photographs and memorabilia of 
Sir John Lubbock, former resident of Chislehurst and the MP 

who gave us Bank Holidays in 1871.  Do go and visit.  There are 
many exhibits relating to Chislehurst, including a very colourful 
jacket quilted by a cave-dweller during the blitz! 

W.G. Grace 
Una White, cricket devotee and member of the Evening History 
Group has gone ‘all out’ to ‘stump’ up the evidence that 
W.G. actually played at Chislehurst.  She found in J.R. Webber’s 
monumental ‘Chronicle of W.G.’ that he played two matches on 
the West Kent Ground.   On 12 June 1880 for Esher v West Kent, 
he scored 89, took 6 wickets and 2 catches.  On 1st June 1914 he 
played for Eltham v Chislehurst but did not bat.  Una, being the 
proud owner of Wisdens, was able to corroborate her findings in 
the Almanac.  
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For gender balance here are some ladies showing off their Easter 
bonnets, although actually the photo is untitled and undated, I 
liked it! 

 Whilst on a sporting theme we have received this 1925 photograph 
of the committee raising funds for Chislehurst Hospital (now a 
sports venue itself in Sandy Lane, St Mary Cray).  I have featured 
this in the hope that times have definitely changed.  There would 
be a more diverse image in 2017 surely.

Finally, talking about change, can you see the allotments in this 
photograph showing the Manning and Anderdon Almshouses 
in the foreground?  The allotments have been paved over to 
make way for all our cars! The fields in the distance are now 
where Edgebury is, although at least some open space remains 
at Belmont.  The small detached house, to the right, bounded by 
trees, was called Belmont Cottage; remains of it were discovered 
in newer twentieth century building works in Laneside.     
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High Street Survey - The 
Results!

We would like to thank all who 
participated in the Chislehurst 

High Street Survey.  We had over 
1000 responses! 

Your answers have now been 
collated.   Take a look at what we 

found on our website:

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk
26

AGM
7pm, 25th April at the 
Chislehurst Methodist 

Church.  

Celebrating our Green 
Spaces

Come and have your say!

Save the Date
All Road Stewards please 
note that the next Road 
Stewards’ meeting will 
take place in the Old 

Chapel on the afternoon 
of Saturday May 27th. 
Full details will follow 

shortly.

Thinking of starting a new club?

If you want to start a new club for 

the community get it touch with 

our Hall Administrator, Patricia 

Leach.  There may be a vacant slot, 

free of charge, at The Old Chapel 

for you to develop your ideas.!

020 8467 0900

Would you 
like to join our 
Committee?

 We currently have openings 
within the Executive Committee 

and we are looking for two 
keen individuals to become 

part of our team.   Both roles, 
Membership Secretary and 
Transport Champion, do not 

require past experience but you 
should have a keen interest in 
the subject matter.    If you are 

interested in volunteering within 
the Executive Committee then 

please do get in touch at 
admin@chislehurst-society.org.

uk.Next Litter Pick
10am 21st May

Meeting at The Old Chapel
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Would you 
like to join our 
Committee?

 We currently have openings 
within the Executive Committee 

and we are looking for two 
keen individuals to become 

part of our team.   Both roles, 
Membership Secretary and 
Transport Champion, do not 

require past experience but you 
should have a keen interest in 
the subject matter.    If you are 

interested in volunteering within 
the Executive Committee then 

please do get in touch at 
admin@chislehurst-society.org.

uk.

Road Stewards’ News
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Four Road Stewards have resigned since our last update and two have sadly passed away.  
We thank them for their help and support over very many years. . We welcome six new 

Road Stewards to the fold and thank four Road Stewards for adding roads to their existing 
round.

ROAD STEWARD RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENTS
Mrs Elizabeth Woods – Selby Close

Mr and Mrs Ken and Pat Speers – Woodside Avenue
Mr Norman Wilding – Sturges Field

Mrs Elizabeth Knight (Dec’d) – Norlands Crescent (part)
Mr Stuart Reid (Dec’d) - Grove Vale, Walden Road (part)

Mrs Gill Griffiths – Lubbock Road (part)
NEW ROAD STEWARDS

Mrs Anne Harrison – Selby Close
Mr Mike Pinchen – adds Imperial Way to Slades Drive

Mr Peter Griffiths – adds another section of Green Lane to his portfolio of roads
Mrs Janette Connor – Woodside Avenue

Mrs Isobel Ross – adds Sturges Field to Hollybrake Close and Shepherds Green
Mr Philip Raisey – adds Holbrook House, St. Paul’s Cray Road to his round

Mrs Lucy Rees - Lubbock Road (part)
Mr David Calver - Norlands Crescent (part)

Mr John Loughlin - Grove Vale and Walden Road (part)
Mr Andrew Casey - Norlands Crescent (part)

ROAD STEWARD APPEAL
We are urgently seeking Road Stewards for Prince Consort Drive. Interested? If so, please 

call the office for details on 020 8467 0900 or email membership@chislehurst-society.org.uk
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Date Event Location

Every Wednesday 9.45am-12pm Community Coffee Morning The Old Chapel
11th April at 11am A Schoolgirl’s War: Kent in WW2 - Mary Smith Chislehurst Library
13th April at 1.30pm Oriel Easter Egg Hunt Chislehurst High Street
25th April 2017 at 7pm AGM Chislehurst Methodist Church
28th April at 7.30pm Film Night - Midnight in Paris The Old Chapel
2nd May at 11am Managing Your Finance - Barry Wood Chislehurst Library
4th May at 2.30pm The Tiarks and the History of Kemnal Road - Tony 

Allen
Chislehurst Methodist Church

6th May 11am - 3pm Bullers Wood Open Day Bullers Wood School
18th May at 6pm The Environmental Awards Chislehurst Methodist Church
21st May at 10am Litter Pick The Old Chapel
26th May at 7.30pm Film Night - Enough Said The Old Chapel
3rd June 10am - 3pm Conservation Exhibition The Old Chapel

The Old Chapel
3, Queens Passage

Chislehurst
BR7 5AP

admin@chislehurst-society.org.uk
020 8467 0900

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk
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